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» decades, a bizarre and violent m 


d black metal has emerged in Norway. Its 
heady blend of horror movies, heavy metal 
gan mythology, and adolescent angst. In 
ist underground 


19905. members of this ext 
al wooden churches, 


* 
„ burned down mediev: 
eyards. 


ic and its visuals comprise the 
outh movement to date. Sonically, it is heavy 
toits maximum: Blitzkrieg pace, guttural vocals, 

lyrical subject matter embra ng what most 
to think about. Leather, spikes, face paint, and 
ipons are not only de rigueur, but congenial with 
a clearly stated stanza of outsider-dom. ryday Norwegians 
have responded with shock and loathing while the m instream 
has responded with abject horror and tabloid outrage. 


most extre 


The spectacle of tabloid journalism and the well-documented 
violence of the carly 90s fail to explain the constantly 
expanding. worldwide appeal ‚of this mov ent. The same 
subeulture that initially embraced obscurity, solitude, and its 
inherent marginality instead has reverberated around the world. 
triekling into the mainstream and becoming Norway's largest 
musical export. Bands with their roots in the events of the early 


yos now regularly reach gold and platinum sales and sell concert 
tickets in the thousands. 


Norway is the 4th richest country in the world, one with an 
ineredibly high education rate and an overall high quality of lif. 
The fjords, glaciers and mountains that make up its majestic 
landseape have inspired singers and poets for thousands of year: 
In the north the skies are engulfed by 24 hours of darkness 
in the heart of winter and up to 24 hours of sunlight in the 
summertime. 


On the surface, there doesn't seem much to rebel against. 
The essentials of life are provided by the state. One 


ean make 
approximately $35.000 ann 


ally as a welfare recipient, and it's 
not difficult to collect for many years. There is little poverty 
as the rest of the world knows it in Norway. Until recently, all 
Norwegians were automatically born into the Church. ‘even 
though actual church attendance is low. There is little separation 
between church and state, and when one rebels against the 
powers that be it is often a; 
visible and potent symbol of s 


nst the church, as it is the most 
ictal control. 


As the black metal scene developed its own ideology 
80s/carly 
Christia! 


in the late 
90s, a few adherents decided to turn their disdain for 


y into action. They moved to strike back against 


the most literal and destruetive way possible: by 
burning Christian places of worship. It helped, of course, that 
the buildings were constructed of wood, and that most of the 
locales were far rei from town centers. The arsons were 
estrated plan, but rather spur of the 

ost circle of the subculture these 
hatter of pride and honor, defining stature and 


swagger, One-upmanship ensued, and violent deeds 
escalated, 


the inne! 


E ally 
been belittled by the Church, a senti 
What was heroie, larger than life 
tage was now taught as myth, or 


often echoed by 
and epic in Norw 


pagan holidays were now Christian, Ancient folk tales were given 
Christian morals. Old Norse folk songs now had Christian lyrics. 


The most sus conversion methods had bee 
effective, The del 


subtle and 
on of oppression and totalitarianism for 
the teenage Norwegian metalhead, the Christian church became 
a symbolic target, which did not prevent disenfranchised youth 
from charging head first, like Don Quixote. 


The torching of the medieval wooden churches, some as old as 
1000 years, shook Norway to its core, Most considered the arsons 
reprehensible, though some saw them as a valid retaliation 
against Christianity's brutal conversion methods, Many of the 
buildings that were burned bore pre-Christian aesthetics and 
architectural detail the arsonists claimed to be celebrating. This 


inconsistency hints at the frenzied nature of the events and the 
thoughts behind them. 


There were those who realiz 


d that when a church burns another 
will be built in its place. In the face of an adversary, a community 
rallies around its faith, which argument utilized by both 
sides for opposing n . Euronymous, of the group Mayhem, 
saw the arsons as a method for generating societal dividing lines, 


furthering an Us-against-Them agenda, vital to the black metal 
movement. 


sentiment was echoed by priest Rolf Armand Rasmussen, 
who ultimately viewed the arson of his parish church, Asane, in 
1992, as an event that brought people together and increased 
church attendance manifold. A movement that started as 
juvenile frenzy came to symbolize a war against Cl 
aggressive, eultish pride and a complete rejection of mainstream 
society has been reverberating across the globe from its epicenter 
in Norway ever since. 
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1990s, I read as much as I could about Norwegian black metal. Feeding began to 
for this strange and amazing music coming from this frigid dark place or World, 
and more fantastical—cpic, absurd, even insane. I remember 

mere spectacle, or if the events, reople, and music were for real. As I kept exploring, 
with the increasing realization d t was both theatries and very real. 

1 and had little idea what I wanted to do with my accumulated skills as a phe poer. Tattendeq 
a few Norwegian black metal shows and quickly realized that this was the perfect e photography to take 
me, In the spring of 2002 I made my first trip to Norway. Of the few connections I had made, some ag to pose for me 
if I could make it over there, I had no idea how I would then spend the other 23 hours of my da: d and foreign 
place, much less the remaining 5 weeks of my first visit. 29 

Jeomed into the homes of many solitary, often reclusive and obscure characters, In 
ted to find, I also found some very human ones some of which weren't 
If permitted to share a very personal space with some of these people and 


hroughout the 
acquire a context 
Each account seemed more 


I finished college in 200 


"Through the years I found myself wc 
addition to the stereotypical moments I expec 
necessarily for the camera. I slowly found myse! 
it is from here that my sincerest work has come. 
Jorwegian tabloids, on black metal album covers, and in exhibits were only by-products 
t of the core of this seemingly impenetrable, often 


Having my photographs appear in N 
The real reward was carning the trust and respec 
lasting friendships that have resulted. 


of my fascination. 
ity, being shown into their world, and the 
seven months. With each visit I saw more, photographed more, and 


elitist community, 
I have now been to Norway 13 times, totaling about s Moto 
rial for a book. What you hold is the culmination of seven years of 


eventually sensed that I had accumulated enough mate 
my work on this subject. 
own devices. I had grown attached to certain images for certain reasons 


My first 5 years on this project, I was left to my 
and created a narrative in my exhibits and on my website. For this book, I enlisted the indispensable editorial assistance 
of my friend, accomplished writer and editor Johan Kugelberg. Johan has helped me put the work into a larger context. 
His expertise in the field of documentary photography along with his vast knowledge of youth movements and subcultures 
has been instrumental in bringing this book together. I hope that together we have created a larger narrative exploring 
black metal from a visceral perspective, and that the audience can choose to take from it their own experience, bringing 


yet another interpretive layer to the work. 


Peter Beste 
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“The most merciful thing in the world, I think, is the inal 
mind to correlate all its contents. We live on a placid i 
in the midst of black seas of infinity, and it was not 
voyage far. The sciences, each straining in its own direction 
harmed us little; but some day the piecing together of di 

edge will open up such terrifying vistas of reality, and of 


tion therein, that we shall either go mad from the revelation or 
fa new dark age.” 


deadly light into the peace and safety O 
H.P. Lovecraft 
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An Introduction to True Norwe; 
My Metalion . Founder of Slayer Magazine 


ne of the nul things in my Hi birth of black metal 
vinee day one, and been able re over the 
years. Ledit a Norwegian metal fanzine called Mayer. ‘This is my stor, early 1988 
I joined some sohoolmates to make а small fanzine called Wire. ү 
mainstream for n fanzine, wo we would steal things from 

new metal releases, and then review the 


go to the record store, liste 
Within the year we released three issues. My the su er of 1084 the other 1 
own. This was the birth 


their passion for It and I was ready to move forward on 
of the Slayer fanzine. 


In February 1083 the flest isnt 
ir hat Û was extremely pro 


bigger magazines. 
recorda. 


ya lost 


a tiny little photocopied 
Hof it, With this publication started to get more 


unl more contacts in the underground, and even if the fest issue didn't sell many 
couples, I went straight to work putting aget her Slayer #2. 1 brought some copies 
to a Motorhead concert in Oslo in the summer of 1085, This was а bi 

«nal E sold a lot of copies, More importa Hy, that night Å met Neero Butehe 
pones from the young band May he "They both bought the magazine, and 
cited to fined ont there was a band like Mayhem 
wl then I received a letter from Andre Gjos, n frie! 
magazine, Andre passed on my message: anda 
ro Buteher on the phone. vited me to come and. check 
Чу 1085, It w exciting for me to get 
For the first time ually met someone whe had 
vies, and books. That was a brand new experience for me. 
ay place to li to records and sharing my passion 
as amazing. Our friendship grew in the 
passed it was Euronymous Thad 
Is to discuss and listen 


ye was released, It was 


who wanted me t 
fow weeks later I had 
ont their rehearsals, Hy 
to know thom personally. 
similar taste in 
I had people coming 
for Slayer, Venom and Пе 
beginning mostly with Necro Butcher, but ast 
the strongest connection with, We would meet on weekend 
to obscure bands we had discovered, We fin lot of gold in cach other's record 
collections. E got to see Mayhem rehearse numerous times with their flest singer 
Milly Messiah, back when Mayhem were only doing Celtie Frost and Venom covers. 


rground network that I had become a part of 


through the fanzine, This developed by writing letters, trading tapes. and getting 
to know extreme metal fans around the world, By discovering more and more people 
who were doing the same thing the word spread, and a global network was growing. 
At the time understand what we were a part of becam it was all 

thing, somet is hard 


so new and i arc in the 
around you, Now when I look back Ire 


Iso find it strange to think about how extreme things 


I introduced Mayhem to the unde 


did was groundbreaking. 
got, and how quickly they got that way. 
r of 1086 around Europe visiting friends 


twork, Mayhem had their Pure Fucking 
ands of 


1 travelled with Mayhem in the sun 

we made through the underground nel 
Armageddon demo, and we promoted it high and low, Copies ended up i 
members of Sodom, Kreator, Assassin and many others, We also made the trek to 
London to the infamous record store Shades, whieh was the place to get extreme 
metal records, One of the guys working there was Dave Constable who was the editor 
of Metal Forces, a very important metal magazine in those days. He reviewed the 
demo, and although it was a shitty review it gained usa lot of exposure, Mayhem was 
getting more attention, and the letters written to us increased greatly, Throughout 
1080 we brought more people into this extreme kind of metal, One of those guys 
was Maniac, who later became the singer of Mayhem, Maniac came from a small 
rural town in Norway called Rjukan, a four hour drive from Oslo, straight the 
mountainsid + we would go to ordinary metal shows, I met Maniac al 
а Mótley Crüe concert in the rof 1980, Maniac was publishing his own fanzine, 
Damage Inc, which he released two issues of, Tt was decided that he should share 
the vocals with Messiah on the 1087 Deatherush recording session, Mayhem's second 


demo and Hirst proper record, 

This flest recording of an extreme metal band from Norway was groundbreaking. 
More importantly, it was an independent release, The recording was funded by 
well-meaning friends, and the product was distributed through the underground 


channels, 1 personally sold 200 copies, and a lot of people were helping to sell this. 
Euronymous knew a bit about how the punks did i£ with their DIY releases. He had 
a friend called Oyvind Ihlen who published a punk fanzine called Panic, which I 


gian Black Metal 


records were traded 
extreme metalheads: 


Writing letters wit 

isie we wanted, 
1 shops or mail order 
musie, and it wi 


to get the 


dediented to get this 


ind with the y 


the extreme industrial 
Platter 


movie seene, We mostly got terrible V 
copies of copies of copies. It was very 
only had one video recorder, Personally. 
you look at Slayer Magazine, the page b 

by the fist two Evil Dead movies, Also, 
obscure horror movie called The Slayer. 


— 

In 1087/1088, Maniac was having problems rehearsing with Mayhe 
or less left the band. After a short stint with members of the group Y 
ac on drums and Kittil Kittilsen on vocals) something important 
Enter Dead, Dead was the singer of the Swedish group Morbid, 

Mayhem through Metal ‚Forces magazine and decided to send Mayhe 
tape of his band. I remember very well hearing that tape for the first t 
truly something else. The sound of Dead's vocals, his lyrics, and his w 
u greater understanding of how things st 


out promo pictures created 
This all came from his unique and humble personal 


black metal band. 


a rel 


lt way 
| thought 
Md be for y 


I just had to write about this band. After I contacted them, Dead starte 

mostly during the night, We would end up talking for hours and 3 d to ea 

every t I learned so much from this guy, and he became a huge rw Lm 

me, He was very respeetful, almost reverential, and had complete blind f. TR on 

ned through endless phone conversations where we iy me, 

latest albums to the Swedish metal scene, as gar 
us his 


Our bond strengthen 
everything from the 
fascination with death. 
The plot was to get him to Norway to join Mayhem, which eventually ha 
Dead lived under pretty extreme: conditions when he first arrived, but he m im 
to mind, There was no money for anything. Around the same time, —— 
joined on drums, which strengthened Mayhem as a musical unit, With icd 
line-up, a more distinet path was built in terms of image and music. By th 3 new 
the Brazilian band Sarcofago had released their elassie album ZNR, wh dn time 
iration for Dead and Euronymous. The uth н mu 
netive sound. The production was sub par, but that ade d tw 
б of the music, It was part of our landscape, like - to the 
covers or multisgeneration VHS dubs of splatter movies. More and more, кен 
of how а band should look became important, Around this time, there 2 å 
nst ream death metal bands from Florida who wore surfer shorts and sa und 
social issues, We thought they were ridiculous. To us, the music should us EM 
death, evil, and darkness, No political shit. Death means dark, so for 1 A 
bands in eolorful clothing was simply silly. They gave the ae 
something light-hearted, but we took it ve y seriously. Ori lly it was only 
who wore the trademark corpse paint, (which he brought with him from th RS Dead 
days) but soon the whole band started using it. It is impossible to say a Morbid 
came from. Some would say the obvious things like Kiss 80 
Cooper, while others would claim thut it came from those cannibal 5 : Alice 
think that by using corpse paint we were getting closer to the essence of an ES 
looking like a corpse we withdrew further from everyday life, and deeper Ss By 
- > our 


a huge source of 


the idea 


corpse paint 


fantasy world. 
s. A lot of things were planned but 


Mayhem was going through turbulent tin 


frustration came out of that. They played 
y "Кесу. 


em would record. For Dead. 
decided to end his earthly 


very misunderstood person. There was a depth toh 
tere was a lot of confusion surrounding his suicide, This was 
took a long time to for the information o spread. It traveled 
ange things happened in the wake of his death, Eu 
ul corpse after his suicide, A few people got copies of the photos 
ended up on the cover of the bootleg Dawn Of The Black Hearts, 
used pieces of Dead's skull for necklaces. I think all this proves 
dl insane things were back then. I don't think people really realized 
‘doing. The distinetion between fantasy and reality was becon ng 
was difficult for us to fully grasp the reality of these events. In our world, 
was supposed to be as extreme as possible, and normal nan feelings 
ot supposed to be present. It became a grotesque fantasy. Necro Butcher 
decided that enough. was enough and left the band. He thought everything was 
going too far. He had a daughter, too, so his values were chan 


La 

Euronymous didn't seem too emotional over the loss of his comrade, but we were 
all good at hiding our feelings then. He was more concerned with his new idea: A 
blaek metal record store, In addition to his growing record label, Deathlike Silence 
Productions, he thought a record store would be 
plague to the grey mass.” I remember hav 
of Sarpsborg with Euronymous, Geir Brattelie and 
Oceultus and numerous other pseudon 
Sepulehral N i 
Hearse. Geir Brattelie was a gi 


ian Johansen (also known as 
yms). Occultus was doing a fanzine called 
'olved in bands like Thyabhorrent and Perdition 

who was part of the scene and a fan of the 


| 5 came up with 
the name of the store, HELVETE, which is Norwegian for Hell. Euronymous found 


a really big place in Oslo with a huge basement and a lot of spare rooms. It suited 
us perfectly. Not only would this be a good place for a store, but also perfect as a 
hangout for the Norwegian black metal cor ity. 


In the beginning we didn't have much of a selection, mostly second hand vinyl 
that we donated from our personal collections, The store became the meeting place 
for people in the scene, and was very important to 
away just to hang out. Euronymous was always polite and talked to everyone about 
his visions of black metal. He talked about the first generation of black metal bands 
who just sang about devil worship, and he encouraged the new Norwegian bands 
to take it to the next level, and to truly embody what they were singing about. 
Many people were influenced by his words. Members of Immortal, Darkthrone, 
and several other bands visited the store often. Musicians developed their concepts 
more and more towards what was to become known as “True Norwegian Black 
Metal.” Darkthrone was always around the HELVETE store. They made their 
debut album Soulside Journey which was more like Swedish death n 
anything else, but they defined the black metal sound on their second album A Blaze 
In The Northern Sky. which soon be the most popular album in our scene. It 
was а huge influence and а yardstick for everyone. Another important band was 
Immortal who had an epie sound on their debut album. Both bands were on solid 
labels. (Darkthrone on Peaceville and Immortal on Osmose) so they managed to 
break out to a wider audience. 


' People would come from far 


etal than 


In November 1991 Christian “Varg” Vikernes showed up on the scene. It was the 
weekend when Morbid Angel, Entombed, and Unleashed played in Oslo, and the 
gathering at the HELV ETE store was incredibly big. There was this new kid there. 
I remember not speaking to him much, but Euronymous later informed me that this 


guy had his own one man black metal band called Burzum, И was later decided that 

Burzums debut album was to be released on Kurony mous! Deathlike Silence label, 

After Vikernes was introduced to our cirele it soon became known that his mother 
was very supportive of him and his music, You ean say that he bought himself into. 
the scene with his mothers money, She funded Burzum studio recordings as well 
as the pressing of Deathlike Silence vinyl. A lot ean be said about what would have 
happened if Vikernes’ mother had not provided her financial support. It is obvious 
that she did a lot for her son in this regard and, as usual, money runs the world, 


All of a sudden Vikernes had a major presence in the scene, I had heard nothing 
about him before except that he was a member of a death metal band called Old 
Funeral, He bonded with Euronymous quickly, and a deadly alliance was born, 
A lot happened quickly: The Burzum album came out, churches started to burn, 
people were killed, and wes were descerated, At this point, the Norwegian media 
had not yet managed to link these events to this new phenomenon that was born 
in Oslo. People in the scene began to brag about burning churches and deseerating 
graves, Even if it wasn't a contest, it was certainly close, Vikernes was an active 
participant in these events, and the discussions surrounding them, These things 


were talked about with awe and respect, and a lot of the people in the inner black 
metal cirele knew these secrets, 


appeared in Britain's Kerrang Magazine. Things got too extreme and scary very 
quickly. People started to talk with journalists, and then the police started coming 
around. They were serious, People were interrogated, brought to the police station, 
and some were arrested. Everyone wanted the attention of the press and, by talking 
g Satan's work. A lot of people chose to do their 
hile others fed on media attention, Personally that was 
nt know how to properly deal with the press so they 
had a field day led to the arrest of п Vikernes as a suspeet in 
several church burnings. He was later released, which led to the tragedy of Vikernes 
murdering Euronymous on the 10th of August 1003, 


never a big deal 


ny mous was killed I went blank for a while, I was friends with both 
nous and Vikernes and had written about their bands in Slayer. Imagine 
having your best friend murdered by another close friend, It took а long time to 
process my feelings and thoughts about this. I am still thi about it often, and 
it has not been easy to deal with. 


As (оге 


n interest in black metal grew, the events surround 
nous, Bård Faust and Vikernes was looked upon as 
It all turned a media cireus complete with books, tv program mitos, und 
much speculation. To outsiders, I guess those strange people up there in Norway 
seemed mysterious, seary, and maybe even glamorous, It was difficult to interpret 
at the time because I was in the middle of it. T. plosion 
Although we had seen hints of what was to come before the 
it was beyond anything I had ever expected. I remember Euron 
talked about how black metal would be over if a big label started te 
from our scene. Little did we know... Mayhem 
Dom Sathanas was recorded before the d 


wt people like Dend, 


ign bands 
ental release De Mysteriix 
ath of Euronymous and released after his 
murder. I think this record is a masterpiece, but it also fecls strange knowing about 
the people involved, and the death of my friend Euronymous. I do feel honored to 
have been a part of all this though. I witnessed black n I from the beginning 
when the first black seed was born and have followed it throughout the horrors and 


What has happened since the early 1990s is morc or less in the public 


It has 
been an explosion I never expected to sec. It is ver 


ork of Peter 


aspiring to see the 


in the black metal эсе 
those early days of the 
rooted there. I am proud t 
Peter views all th 
me to pick up the 


part in this, and I 
1 documentary photographer. He has 
nera. I hope to do a book myself. 


Norwegian Black Metal Timeline 
My Tarn С, Warrior 


ийийт of Norway 
D King Olaf I 
1013 AD King Olaf It 


linois, USA. 

пова Anton LaVey fonus 
Church of Satan dett 
Francisco, Culife Я 
1 1 Nietzsche LaVey would court T 
reda декет, Prussian rearing on talk 
1873 Meister Crowley horn 
Edward Mexander Crowley 


„ Thus Spoke инш Quorthon of Bathory 
tra by Friedrich Nietesehe born Tomus Forsberg on 
published. February 17 in Sweden. 
тмин The Cane of Wagner Ni- 1007 Jon “Metalion” 

^ Kristiansen born May 20 
Sarpsborg, Norway. 


1067 Muy 19, Chuck 
of Death born 


Goblin, best known | 
posing film scores for 


IRAN Tleilighl uf the Idols 
director Dario 


hy Friedrich Nietzsche 


published. 

140 Howard Phillips Love- 
eraft born in Providence. 
Rhode Island, 


‚Rings Trilogy would provide 
countless metal bands with 


lyrical inspiration. 


Ant 
1900 Norwegian artist The from Amen Dario Argento 
ador Kittelsen publishes. theatres. Gob Trin 
2 mph Of 
Svartedauen, пка The Black soundtrack album released. КО рч. 
Death, а dos artwork 
1979 Zombie (Dir. Lucio 
Fulci) is released. 


depicting the 
the Black Death 
These illustrations would 
become notable and famous 
outside of Norway nearly 


Burzum album covers. 


1901 The Book of the Law. 
is published. The famous 
quote “Do What Thou Wilt 
Shall Be The Whole OF 
The Law” is not only the 


disenfranchised teenagr- 
ers adopted out of context 
almost a century later. 


1008 Осені rock group. 

¢ п Founded in Chicago. 
SA, 

1008 Birth of Euronymous 

of Mayhem, Deathlike 


Sile 
the Helvete record she 


on April 15th as Oystein 
Ламе, 


1009 Cov 2 
Destroys Minds and Reaps 
alli 


ncorporated 
to their live net, 


portions were plagis ized 
from an obser ly 20th 
century tract by 
mous social da 


career, 


1970 Black Sabbath's self- 
titled debut LP released on 
Friday, February 13. 


1977 Death SS formed in 
Milan. Italy. The band 
is notable for their ultra- 
heavy sound, occult lyrical 
content and imagery: com- 
bining horror theatries into 
their stage show, using evil 
and wearing 


1979 Venom formed in New- 
castle upon Tyne, England. 
1980 Bulldozer formed in 


1983 Hellhammer rel 
cloner 
demotapes Death Fir E. 


1983. Bathory formed in 


Stockholi 


the phrase was e 

d an 
used. 3 
1984 Scandinai 
Attack compilation I 
leased. Bathory contri 
two tracks. 


1984 Sodom release the 
dine of Death demo t 
followed by the In The Siu 

Of Evil EP. * 


in Mengen, Norway. No- 
table for being the onc man 
hand of the notorio Vang 
Vikernes, A "Tolkien fan. 
Магу chooses the name 
“Muram,” weaning dark. 
Wess in Tolkien's Land of the 
Minos Trilogy. Магу early 
alias of Count Grishnachk” 
was taken from Tolkien as 
well — a modification of the 
mime of an Ore, the beasts 
who make up the Dark 
Army amd Middle Barth, 
Both Tolkien themes and 
Norse mythology color the 
musie of Burzum. Begin 
ning as black 
raw primitive varie 
Burznm’s musie later be- 
cume purely electronic due 
Vo Vikernes" ineareeration, 
since Norwegian prisons 
forbid guitars. 


1000 Immortal formed in 
Bergen, Norway. 

1990 Impaled Nazarene 
formed in Oulu, Finland. 
1000 Bathory's Mam- 
merheart LP is released, A 
concept album detailing 
the Christian invasion of 
Scandinavia and the forced 
conversion to Christianity, 


19001 Enslaved formed in 
Haugesund, Norway, 


S 


rl 


1988 Treblinka releases 
Crascling In Vomils demo. 
1988 Old Funeral formed in 
Bergen. Norway. The band 


1900 Satyricon formed in 
Oslo. 


calist Dead com. 
the home 


1991 Mayhem’s Daun of 


я the Black Hearts bootleg is 
ee — 5 ee 15 pg H released with a eover featur- 
RENE et ing a photo of Dead's body upon discovering it. 
Immortal. Varg Vikernes of Et 1902 Darkthrone release the 
Burzum. and Jorn Tunsberg rn lesa iced A Blaze In The he Northern Shy 
of Hades Almighty and Im- en 
mortal all were members. ^ 1 
A E x 8 after which Dead was hospi- 
will prove influential to the 1989 Beherit n EN talized as a result of severly „„ 
ene. at ing himself on stage. 
Mere release their Three isolated teens donned dapi cuir саа 


Vomit demos. 


Ob I By Cruelty int and spikes and 

po ise i үре rd қ 1991 Marduk release Fuel: 
ee iater provide minimal and pummeling Me Jesus demo. 
PER EE mona black metal sound. 1991 Thorns release Grymrk 
black metal label. 1989 Dissection formed in dimo: У 
1986 Sarcofago release the Strómstad. Sweden. 1991 Von release Satanic 
Sutanie Lust and The Black 1989 Thorns formed in Blood 


Wrath of the Tyrant demo. 


1001 ik Exekution's 
5 LP The Magus is released. Inn Tolki 
1000 Blurbs Angel release een кешш the Metalion later aequires the name Gorgoroth to the 
ic Seren Forth Blarpke- E Norwegian black metal gui- several copies from the plains in the evil 
dE een sa Decii lar sound. as well as being band. donating them to Mordor from wi 
demos. 6 the Helvete shop. Eurony- ennie Mount Doc 
1986 Mortuary Drape are 


formed in Alessandria, Italy. 
1986 Tormentor formed in 
Budapest. Hungary. 


Varg 
drive from Bergen to Olso 
that ended with Vikernes 
killing Euronymous. 


mous becomes a fan and is 
photographed wearing one 
of their t-shirts. 


"The band see thei 


beliefs. 


1991 Beherit release * å 
1986 Mayhem release the Oath of Black Blood 1902 Ulver formed in Oslo, 
Fure Fucking Armageddon 1991 Emperor formed in Norway. 
demo. 


Notodden. Norway. 
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“When I was young I was attending to the kind of lessons that 
tian theory and practice. I didn't understand any of it back then. 
and unconscious about my own life and my own thoughts. Many 
course changed my viewpoints, but I was still very unconscious. 
mous' shop in Oslo; a shop called Helvete or Hell in English. It was all 
kind of very extreme people that you would never see in the streets I 
atmosphere in there was very special. I still consider it to be very special. 
then wearing my upside down cross, my dark clothes, my leather jacket, and all that, 
I just realized that this is for me. I had never really understood anything before, but 
this was my path—my kind of style, and it has been ever since. I would say that from 
there on. I started digging into things. It was that kind of kick in the back that made 
ing the surface. That is what Satanism is 


me start examining life instead of just scrap 
to me. It is that kick in the back that pushes me into realizing a bigger potential." 


Frost 


"It's important to point out that black metal is not like punk was, a group rebelling. It is 
every man for himself. It isn't like “all for one, one for all.’ It is individualism above all and 


‘unfortunately’ a childish self-centeredness.” 
Fenriz 


“Pure black, frost, spikes, skin, war paint, corpse paint, the pure black metal. That's all it's 
all about. And for us. it's from a northern way. We're from Norway, and we represent black 


metal from Norway. And that’s cold, woods, spikes and all that.” 
Abbath 
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“he idea is to be whispering, and not to gain the attention from the flock, but to get 
attention from the individuals. That's why I relate it to whispering. It's nothing that 

you can put on a big scale; you can't get sheep to attend to it. You need to have people 

that can stand for themselves. It is important to have a lot of space for yourself to be 
able to grow strong branches, which can stand in the most extreme surroundings. It 
reflects back to the old Norse songs and the idea of having one's own area where you 
are King. Personally I need nature surrounding me—like mountains, trees and rivers 
in order to relax, to learn and to teach. All this is very important for my inner self. I 
think that Christianity has made people afraid of solitude; afraid of the idea of being 


alone." 


Gaahl 


ad y 


“The beauty of flames lies in their strange play, beyond all proportion and har- 
mony. Their diaphanous flare symbolizes at once grace and tragedy, innocence 
and despair, sadness and voluptuousness. The burning transcendence has some- 
thing of the lightness of great purifications. I wish the fiery transcendence would 
carry me up and throw me into a sea of flames, where, consumed by their delicate 
and insidious tongues, I would die an ecstatic death. The beauty of flames cre- 
ates the illusion of a pure, sublime death similar to the light of dawn. Immate- 
rial, death in flames is like a burning of light, graceful wings. Do only butterflies 
die in flames? What about those devoured by the flames within them?” 


Е. M. Cioran 
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Nattefrost, Sandnes. E 
King ov Hell of Gorgoroth, Bergen, Norway: 
Kvitrafn of Wardruna, Sotra. 


Nattefrost at home, Oslo. . 


Nuttefrost, Oslo, 
Archaon, Nesodden. 
Nattefrost at home, Oslo. 

King ov Hell, Bergen. 
Kvitrafn and passersby, Bergen. 
Sorgoroth, Black Mass in Krakow gig. 


King ov Hell and passersby, Bergen. (top) 
Inferno Festival audience, Oslo, (bottom) 


Emperor Audience, Oslo (top) 
Nattefrost, Frogner Park, Oslo. (bottom) 


Nattefrost, Oslo. 
regina of Carpathian Porcel; Ramune, 
Abbath of Immortal, Os. 

King ov Hell, inside Infernus’ house, Bergen. 


Fenriz of Darkthrone in his bedroom, Oslo (top) 
Dolk of Kampfar, near Larvik, (bottom) 


Mustis of Dimmu Borgir, Bingfoss. Sørumsand. 
Kvitrafn, Sotra. 

King ov Hell, Sotra. 

Gaahl on top of Heia Mountain, Espedal. 
Gaahl's house, Espedal. 

Gaahl and David in Gaahl's living room, Espedal. 


Mayhem ie Ie BR я 
Trondr Nefas of Urgchal, Oslo. 

Kvarforth of the Shining performing with Urgehal, Oso, 
Gorgoroth. Black Mass in Krakow gig. 
Audience at Inferno Festival, Oslo. 
I 

Frost after 1349 performance, Oslo. 

Metal couple, Hole in the Sky Festival, Bergen. 
Backstage at Mayhem gig, Roros. 

Gorgoroth, Krakow. (top and bottom) 

Post-gig party at Nattefrost’s house, Oslo. 


Kvitrafn and Gaull. Espedal, 

Metalion, Sarpsborg, 

King ov Hell, Sotra, 

Abbath of Inmortal in hi backyard, Om. 
King ov Hell, sot ra. 

eng, — Heidi, Ann and Ivar of 
King ov Hell, outside Bergen, 

Dimmu Borgir, Bingfoss, Sørumsand. 
Nattefrost and Peter Beste, Омо, 

(courtesy Metalion Slayer. Magazine) 
Euronymous and Grishnackh 

Drawing by Dead from letter to Metalion 
Mayhem/Cadaver gig flyer ea, 1987 
Photographs from Slayer Magazine archive 
Dead Tribute from Slayer Magazine issue #9 
Letter from Euronymous about death of Dead 
Photographs from Slayer Magazine archive 
Select Slayer Magazine covers 


Mayhem interview from Slayer Magazine #10 


Immortal interview from Slayer Magazine #11 
Emperor interview from Slayer Magazine #10 
Interview with Varg Vikernes from Slayer Magazine #10 
Helvete mail-order catalogue front cover 

Helvete newsletter 

Courtesy of Bergen's Tidende archive 

Courtesy of Kerrang Magazine 


De Mysteriis Dom Euronymous, Slayer Magazine #10 
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Thanks for the letter! Yez, Goateye ¡ 
after for open АП his voina on hs wrists eat q Не ен bi rios outwith а shotgun 
reason for doing this was that he lived throat! Brutal 
lifestyle with rivets, chains, crosses, black clothes 
ava nome ote о еВ 
ea he dis SS fie uaa ith dend they can, and the same goes 
When he discovered that only (with ds 


4 Jogging and skateboards! 
to concerts, and that all he stood for with qe 2001) Wendy children listened ta w and me 
hardcore-moral-political-idiots; he decided to 4; 


Was laid to waste by kids and 
to die. 

children and FALSE “death” metal bands! die. I have 

will DIE! But I must add that it was : à 

rigor mortis. When I found him | п to be able to 


Naturally pot 
from different angles, and me and He y go Pb and took Jae کی ت‎ 
веса е а pieces о cranium we 
disband! No way in hell! We believe a : 


Soon to be a father (vomit), he 
doesn’t give a damn about the band. 
there are 
new place to live, and we must have a Other problems as well. We must have a 


the support we can get! By the way, I am now able to sell Morbid Angel boot-legs- 
“Abominations Of Desolation” if Someone is interested! SEK 150, - including postage! 

Concerning the money you mentioned in your last letter to the goat, (for Merciless), just 
take the time you need. But we ARE very broke. i 
Leipzig with the 2 CBR tracks on a 
possible to sell some in Sweden? 

Ok, to WAR against the trendy people! May we be EVIL again! Join us! 
Write soon! 


P.S. Enclosed is a small piece of the cranium (ear? nose? temple?) and two of the bullets from 
the lead that blew it! Enjoy! 


the return... 


a thrash metal attack 


Must o М d ile 


words are really not enough to describe one of the better 
MATHEM have been around for 


I bande of today 
© tating taf luesces irom the earlier Death Metal 
iniy not affected of the trends of today 
bot this is the first interview I done 
J dnd Kareayeses (E.) did their bent to answer 
ve ae. MET Ю 

das sume å ers Le [rom rou gure ducing 19917 
wies. os are now vetting: hard on mex Grax for the next Ip, and 
M ære before we hare the б trax which 
If not something 


chin moment we seed about 
This time it won't be more delayed 
in. Dead 

basin 


Like if Mellhammer (drums) disappears a 
4. or I lose ay passport in 
something = 
Abens seur Les will is be p 
Ы ки ang” only? 
(b. 5 won't be ө coscept 1р. Only ose Song os it will have 
lala a bit closer about that 


oot 1р deeling with thie book 
da about the book. But to € 
we don't have that song 
didn't 


icwlar song would be weird 
mm wil and ic 


D 


are seceusary 
estrene happens 
st» himself Coo much og а 


4 it, but we dropped it 
So we saved it to be the last one we'll do before we'll have all 
before 


As for the book itself, I must find it 
I think I'1] have an 


ir. It^» so dark, 


fic 
material for that lp 
y mainstream jerk will do that 


expedition ов my ома around the world to find 
than death," 


p political view, would you ev 


though I's active in the most 
Xtreme communist party here (Albania inspirations), I leave to the 
Nowadays tons of bam 


Punks to write about that in the the lyrics 
lyrics, and they still dare to cal 


е writing "social awareneı 
ik Death Metal. BULLSHIT! I play in a Death Metal band, or maybe 
should call it Black Metal, aad the important thing chen is 
wth! Bands who claim to play Death Metal and are mot into Death 
It's „ bie 


itself, are fakes, and can start to play Punk instead 
trend today to look totally normal with these goddamn jogging suits 
and sing about "important matters”, and call it Death Metal, These 
people can die, they have betrayed the scene. Death Metal is for 
brutal people who are capable of killing, it's not for idiotic 
children who want to have a funny hobby after school. 1'11 
were about this later. 1711 Just end up saying that even if I'm 
personally very much iato studying the great works of Mao, Stalin and 
so on, I think the band is much more important, and Death and Black 
Meral in my Life.” 
For в long time the band didn't have а rah. place, what did you do 
After that we coulda’t be 
very short time our ovn place 
r om tore 


write 


at 


a (allt va?) 
place anymore we had for a 
(2 weeks or so) before they cut off the electricity and la 
dows the whole place....By then Hellhammer had joined the band. What 
we did chen van to find somewhere to live (vell, some things go 
before reh. place). Ve could stay for some month mostly at each place 
and those have been at friends, half broken down houses, forests aad 
camping places etc But luckily it’s much better nov, even if we 
can't stay here so much longer. For really a long time we were out of 
any place to rehearse at all and what we could do then for the band 
was not much else than replying on the mail." 
How much material have you written which you have thrown sway? Ном 
En » do you have nov? 
(EJ - "Probably of all the riffs I make will be throws away 
moser or later, because after a while it is not good enough. I don't 
ment to make any mainstream music, во each riff must be something 
special, and then it takes very long time to make the music. Ve have 
five new songs now ("Funeral Fog", "Buried By Time And Dust", "The 
Freezing Moon", "Pagan Fears" and ове new without any lyrica), but 
if you're thinking about the total aumber of songs which we have and 
will play live, it's nine songs + this new one which ve will mot play 
live before some time." 
na а" hav £r hinl 
le y Y 
Ф.) can't вау much else chan that I agree. Many have written 
and told they thought we broke up years ago. This will probably be 
heard on the lp ‘coz of the long delay and two new members of four. 
The two tracks oa for theC.B.R. comp. 1р don’t sound like it once 
therush”. But "Deathcrusb" didn't sound like "Pure 
the way. 1 think "P.F.A.” was more 


* either. 


f 


a times iL seems like the band ip living om the edge o 


At corral : de Listen 
ac cereale es Tong con you live che life eu do? o, 
e Ў 
Ly ue hare very Little food, but we can eat at least some 
generally M day. АМ sometimes we just don't have anything at all, 
Sr out to steal food to ive, these periods 
qd must dest last more than a couple of weeks. It's very 
decian to live like this, it's been like this for a couple of 
* ^ des't know how long we can keep it going, it better 


Pesos, or we might get some line-up problems again. I now hope 
help, im the last month I have been able to buy Й 

he label, and chats great. When we get " 

especially when the MAYHEM Ip 


the record label vil 
be better 


sose food because of 
more recorás out, it 
comes. ...." 


in 


answers. All the revelutiona 


could be taken from MARI/ 
supporting 


the world. I really r 
Romania while it ма 
going to Albania soon. OK 
place for people to Live 
than Cesusescu, you see, 
Eastern Europe have been 
corruption. Romania oved 
Ceausescu decided to ger 

rythiag the country pr 
would actually ha 


alists do о 
big capit 
exploiting people 
here in the Vest 


+ Y dida 
ia, bur 
tbe main 
their by 
Lot's of 


Tid of thy 
duced eva, 


old 
t think 
there were other 


reasons 
а foreign debt 


ATEM 
* debt 


always Lear 
3t record 
for avoid, 


umm 


be mento ba 


M entret inn, ten 
nd e 


are two things 
ides will know 
go по @imunderatand ing 


« but if they ger 
label will of cour 


„енед ti 
4 get 


record which has sot been om the market 
abest selling metere becomes 4-4000 


e packages 
with (hat and expand 


lately I 11 . 
å America as well, and will contine" 
б come. | have contacts la abowt 35 countries nov + 


ТАШ: vento se to help, I'll of course hel 
av good so I can, bat I's mot a good producer 1 haven't, been mut 
But che cas thing Dn sare of whic 
aad that is Chat it is mot enough to 
v pes must also pet forward the 
Ihe all the other bands 


This really lacks es 
Жао дий snd se cu, ell the producer has managed A 

UI MATE аш che a standard sound. It's important te 
4 like the first albums of SEPULTURA, i " 


‘CARCASS, SARCOFAGO etc. had. 
SEPULTURA now, one 


im that their munic stinks, 


thin 
I Chink it sounds shit 


polished, 
According to the delay 
ing as vell os touring 
have perevod, When ve had the (des of going Lo that studio is France 
it ves ‘con we'd heard they got some promotion from somewhere and 
it could be almost free Lo record anything there, that was why. Bor 
we Just hope we vill make it with "LELEN", the dude who engineered 
Гог CADAVER, aa the producer. It will probably be in Borvay 
C we have just heard that be 
that 19 a mistery, but our 
revenge vill hit his ther tunately the poison we gave 
enough to kill him, but I won't rest before he is dead. 
s dream, and ve hate that be probably 1# 
That the poison has caused him PAIN and 
‘and in the end he'll also probably get 
He's going to die.” 
ined? Do you (hisk 
£ 
Armageddon" it"s no bullshit that 
I thought it was the most brutal I've heard, and I think it still is. 
Tow know that at that time Necro's lyrics were Black Metal. It's not 
he same os "Deathcrush", and then it wasn't only Necro who wrote the 
lyrics. The "Deathcrush" lyrics aren't bad at all but they ai аг 
what become gore and trendy. I'm now writing what I think is Black 
Metal from ay view. But I must may that I think ey lyrica are 
different from eechother . So far I've been the one to write the nev 
lyrica, except for вове be dropped. I hope this will change, but we 
have some problems to cooperate, Necro + me will do a better try to 
work something out in the future. It must be BLACK METAL! I chink 
everything has drifted away from what it once vas, or should be. 
After VERM's "At War With Satan” the scene died and the trend 
clone bands and malnatreams appeared instead. Everything comes from 
our Allmighty father VENOM so no one Can say their influences come 
from something else. Even Lf they think thay are something original 
Љу wearing “normal” clothes and succeed in looking 100% boring. Vimps 
shall die and only VENOM was real. That vas the scene! And that is 
what I try to pick up in lyrics, what I think Black Metal was." 
hink jg w 


happy now. But we also know 
that he suffers a lot fros it, 
cancer If we don't kill him before that 


hisk or 


* 
rd "Pure Fuckin 


= "ATI trends will sooner or later die, and I will welcome the 
th of tha trendy "Death" Metal people who are just fakes in 
opinion. I think and hope that 1а one year, only the true people 
will be left and the others have gone back to disco or vhatever 
they Listened to before they "discovered" MORBID ANGEL. I'd like to 
see а scene where the music Ls something gruesome and evil that 
normal people fear, and where the people in the scene all look like 
HELLHAMMER or old SARCOFAGO, spikes and chains rule! The scene must 
also be out of reach for normal idiots, because I think it 
caly should be for extreme people. If someone thinks this is stupid 
and that the scene should be openminded, have various 
attitudes etc. etc., then he is one of the persons I don't want to 
wen at our gigs. I don't mind if most of the idiots із the scene 
hates me and think I look stupid wich corpsepaiat, black clothes and 
spikes, because MAYHEM im not for them. My parents don't like MATHEN, 
but I Chink this is bow it should be. Just the same - it's not the 
ides that every idiot shall like us either. If all idiots in the 
scene, or if my parents liked us, then something would be wrong. SORE 
THROAT and ENT are right - the scene is dead. 174 just like to ва 
asd create a nev one with only brutal people. 


the rest of it 
Everyone else - FUCK OFF. Our music is just as much for you as for ay 


п ү; 
ike BALVAZ, 


AMPUTATION) 


think 


also ok. By the vay, 
te listes to bands thai 


ROTTING CHRIST! Their mus: 
и MAT 


һе Nor 


F 
CADAVER, DARKTHRONE and IMMORTAL (Ex 


THY ABHORRENT 18 


e 1р of IMMORTAL on DSP. 
then Listen 


for se it would be 


perhay 


DECUIT ultimate goal. 
15 Laos, Vitaas or 


faapeches. But the other guys 

also be happy if we could cont 

Zach problems, and manage to make a | 
thout having to sell recor 


should not have any access to 
the 

£ less contact with all o 

and we see them only ri д 
Manheim and Messiah. Hanheim ie married with an 
king in an Insurance copy. He has become а 

{ah is only into Hardcore as far as I know 
(VITHIN' RANGE, 2 lp's out, 


Hardcore band 
ere be lives now, but sooner or later he will 


the new IMPOSTOR demo where he does 
band 


Yeah, we have more o 
of them live their ovn 14 
especially goes for 
idiot chick and is vor 
totally normal person. Me 
and he has some stran 
ED) I don't even know 
aterday I got 
The VOMIT guys are playing in а 
kind of strange punk, I have 
But Maniac has been im regular 


хага up Y 


the vocals , so he still lives. 
called BØRRE OC BLØDERNE which is some 


sees them for quite some time either 


contact with us, 
dude.” 


he vas here some weeks 


bout this. 174) 


o, he's still the same old 


t 


y 


ve it that you and Abbath used to drink whisky in the fores 
Rumours M inters to get inspired in the early days, any comments? 
1 during Pris is true and it will not be the last time 
ee аав important issue in life? i 
Do yee Re most important, but alcohol is great entertainment too 
| find music mc Kandis het 
te merchandise item? 
What is the pere IMMORTAL item is the spike clubs we used on the 
The um e NES album And Abbath’s spike boots 
cover of the “ro 2 
RT is that you hate about the Summer’ 


az, formerly IMMORTAL was forced to 
D a horrifying hand-injury. Thus he was 
due IC winterdemons....But he is now in the bi 
frozen ta lays synth (!) However, this will 
where he p everything so it might be cool. B 
guitars an the last IMMORTAL intervie 
this 555 AL. IMMORTAL is heading 10 
IMMC line-up. But anyway, DEMONAZ 
with TES last interview, we are however 
ERE (As always) 


Stop playing guitar 
forced to leave the 
and DEMO; 

de ap 


F ther today? 

How's = imeem harder now and I can feel the Winter coming our way = 
Tbe n know that your four war GRE due to your a, 

Wen! 3 

it frozen or what? 


rm infection. Was 
not cancelled because of my arm infection, it w 
No, it was nc 


infection.” (77? Did it freeze a bit of your brain a 
pfe ү listen to the IMMORTAL 

п > 
Vige chills you most 
al 


as frozen because 
5 well? ED) 
albums in retrospect, which 
irst recording of “Unholy forces of Evil” on our 7* (Yeah with thar 
It's the fir cream! ED) That night there was a curse because after WE recorded 
awesome qe Winterstorm changed the weather into a true Winter. Oh fuck 
the track а Е old that we arranged a photo session later that night. It was so 
Ш уэл рори get undressed. but it was no big deal really (Um still 
old that it tool 
Eod about vor T ER 
Cone А, ne RIOS stage who be like if you had unlimited 
What wo 
rses? i 
Seu wouldn't believe me if told you = 
What's your view on CD verses visit 
White yo SURE EAE that also goes for the records | bought when 
1 Urge only thing to get hold of. CD's | 
vinyl w 


ack emotion and ifs not such a 
on. 1 think that the best b 
e to put it on 
pleasur 


ands died together when CD 
cept your mind? 
V e best lyric inspiration ex 

What's the b 

in the morning 


tion started, so a great time is gone 
xduction sta 
pre 


Frozen car windows 
ed mind in the moming mist. nd great inspiration in listening 
My Ried ЫИ ben Compositions Frozen car windows in the morning n 
A iret. useless cars that never starts 
beter han E e kids, did you pareat foren you to make evil snowmen? 
ME all siete AE T ГИ But that wa 

No, actua 


5 before the whisky 
5 gs started to happen 
ed and things start 
was invent dee 
N y we have a nice weather girl called $ 
In Nowa 


ts the Winter or do you prefer the 
ay she presen! 
fancy the w 


alvig, Do you 
Gislefoss? 


colder Kristen 
he colder Kristen Gislefoss and the true NRK channel | am tasers 
3 5 15 of the onginators and spit on the competes In my efi there's 
true worship г 
no place for a nr. 2 


[he Summer has nothing to do with music 
"The 


RTAL has always put pictures of themselves on the album covers, 
IMMO! sted idea for a change in that or what? i vee 
any defro: d paintings are for fantasy people! (NO! IT IS FOR А ۸ 
0 El ED) Wirt ET present ourselves along with the album 
PEOPLES ES have a dark sound, rather a truly aggressive one. How 
You don't actually 


һ freezes when you put on an 1ММОАТА! 
lgan in your teet 

come the ата! 

record? 


old and your teeth is rotten. 
our music is cold an 
"Because oui 


ight! Any stormblown words at the Gate of Blashyrk? 
cad torture ride. Fasten your frost belts 
nto 
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These were the last words by the frozen Winter demon himself 
Demonaz! 
THE GATE OF BLASHYRK IS HEREBY CLOSED! 


Ali Gator with Assistance from Metalion 
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Well, as most of you must have witnessed that the drummer 
of EMPEROR (Baard Faust) is now facing 14 years in jail 
for committing a murder at Lillehammer in 92! (He did not 


f killer bands, 


people get the impression of. We only 
Metal bands here (BURZUM, MAYHE 

& EMPEROR) so I can really understand why people yell 
about this big Black Metal trend in Norway. But I think 
there are way more Black Metal fans here in Norway, and i 
think that has something to do with EURONYMOUSS shop 
which I worked in. The people who bought their music there 
got pretty influenced by the shop They understood there was 
more than just NAPALM DEATH and ENTOMBED. But 
yes, these 4 bands have pretty much in common when i 
comes to image (as you call it), but I really dont think it's so 
strange, because we belong to the inner circle of the 
Norwegian Black Metal scene and we often talk and discuss 
our views. So I guess we more or less have the same opinion 
(with some exceptions of course). The reason why these 
bands are musically different are probably because of 
individualism and that we think for our selves We arent so 
influenced by bands from other countries. We get the 
inspiration from other Norwegian bands mostly, and develop 
a totally new style of Black Metal!” 

You played in the cult legend THORNS as well, why did 
this band break up and why did you decide to join 
EMPEROR?, 

"THORNS broke up due to many reasons. Mainly we didn't 
have the same ideas about how the band should have been 
and on the other side SNORRE joined MAYHEM so it was 
clear that THORNS would break up sooner or later. I joined 
EMPEROR three weeks before THORNS broke up because 
I thought their demo "Wrath Of The Tyrant" was so 
incredible great and evil. I looked upon it as an honour to be 
a member of that band. Back then I decided to concentrate 
equally on both bands. But three weeks later THORNS were 
history so suddenly EMPEROR was my only band. And by 
the way, MARIUS(Who did the vocal job in THORNS) also 
played in another band - ARCTURUS. So no one really 
suffered from the split up." 

There seems to be a war between certain of the bands in 
Finland and the bands in Norway - What do you feel 
about all this? 

"Yes, it seems like some of the Finnish dudes accuse Norway 
for being a trendy Black Metal country. As I mentioned 
earlier there are only about 4 Black Metal bands here in 
Norway and Finland has about 50 of, so who are they to 
judge Norway as a trend country? It also has something to 
do with this disagreement between Count Grishnackh of 
BURZUM and this Mika guy from IMPALED 
NAZARENE, but I really don't know the story so I shouldnt 
say so much about it.....Hmmmmm, the last time we 


with EMPEROR, (I slept over at Samoth's place as 
and in the middle of the night 


when we 
ey Finish Black Metal freaks called him up and 


oled over the phone These Finnish dudes ended the call 
yell childrens song sung over the phone Can you 
Finnish people show their hate 


> 7 Is this the way the Fi 
— Norway? If it is, I cam take them seriously 
arc out of arguments and instead they 


‚more. T 
=e dude phone with children's songs!! Stupid 


t is the definition of Black Metal? Is it 


ant t to say you are wrong when you follow the path of 
LaVey? And you can not play Black Metal if 
ECROMANTIA would not 


јез!!!" 
eyes wha 


band with Satanic 
Black Metal and 


or not. They believe it is Black Metal as long as the guitars 
Sre non down tuned, the vocals are screamy and the 
I shall admit that this is the typical sound 


of some Hl 
it's got to be like this 
BLASPHEMY, DEATH SS, MAYHEM, MERCYFUL 
FATE, are all Black Metal bands, and musically they are 
different as day night and day (well, almost at least). And 
yes, it is wrong to call bands who follow the path of Anton 
La Vey for Black Metal. Those who have read the ‘Satanic’ 
bible know that Anton LaVey stands for everything that's 

in life and the worship of all kinds of pleasures which 
leads to big gratification for him and the members of the 
Church of Satan. In the book "Church of Satan" these words 
are written clearly and are impossible to misunderstand or 
read between the lines. This has absolutely nothing to do 
with the classical and original sort of Satanism (whom the 
Christians presented). Satanism is a religion on the same 
level as Christianity and LaVey says that his philosophy is 
anti religion and he also says you have to be an atheist to be 
a Satanist. I mean, what's the point? He scorns the old 
traditional way of Satanism. LaVey and his followers hate 
Christianity because they are so evil while they (the 
Satanists) are the good ones. He want's to make sure that 
Satanism gets a good reputation and that it can become 
something acceptable And this is exactly how it is not meant 
to be. When people hear the word Satanism they freeze on 
their backs and they shall be really afraid of the Satanists, 
who sacrifice children in the name of Satan. The Church of 
Satan is the complete opposite to this. They are only a family 
club who wanna make sure that people get the best out of 
their earthly lives and nothing more than that. About the last 
question. -I dont really think NECROMANTIA label 
themselves as Black Metal and personally I have never done 
that, because I think the term Occult/Dark Metal suits them 
better. They are among my fave bands and each time 1 listen 
to I get the impression of something dark and occult. It's not 
like the feeling you get when you listen to the average 
Church of Satan band, it is something completely different, 
something dark, frightening and mystic. Something 


unknown.” 

EMPEROR did only release one demo and got signed 
right away, have you ever thought that things happened ff, 
to fast? Д 


e Era а bit fat think, bu motto y 
vas hr and ve ad ey ot mo a the m 
Steh We also had enough time to consider if we 
en We take it only as a comp) — 
ined afer our fir dama liment 

si 


"Helvete" 


enemies had a 
Сап promise 
ever. Cl 
НУ to Bet the media away from us 
1 er fn 


Do you understand people who burn t 
"YES" ae = 

Mortils kicked out o band 3 
М giae due to personal "e 
“Wel othing more than that. As far as I I wine 
fends (Nor anymore! ED) Although I havent met him 
e we kicked him out ...." 
Mos told me you were into the band Dj 


EICIDE, ten me 
what it ls you like about them? 
"Well, this is pretty 


nteresti 8 story, because I have always 

ght that DEICIDE were a bunch of p and fils 
thou, were playing standard Death Metal just b we ims 
who lar, but obviously I was wrong. When they visted 
popular, | late 92 I had the opportunity to talk with Glen 
Dodo and he Was ona cf dis ON CR Ta 
Benton id that he collects souls which he shall lead inr; 
prion and ah and you cam do you have 20 
fs bid бе vs in 8 of underground bands) His 
ans, thinkin; 


ong as they (and 
dont mind. But 1 
their live here in 
Vy and tight. Not like 
. I guess the moral fus FY would be that you 
ке not judge he dog by it's fur.......or Something like that ' 
shall that being born is a егу painful expe 
Be de Kata, do you also think death is а painful 
or rience 
experience? 


with darkness). 
Used every day It should only be 
fre dark event would happen (an 

during a photo 
Such events I look att 

child of. ^ 


Wanna 
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evil. This is what I 
do, this is my lif ELIT 
or not ^ 

Have you 


heard 
band CRUSH SY 


due situation here, but we 
(ED's note: CRUSH EVIL has changed 
, i have the same concept, the 
Anyone of you would like to 
Write to them , pleas do: ANTESTOR со Kjetil Moines, 
Box 181, 205) JESSHEIM, NORWAY 
You would e 
(Not really...) 
— but could mts Wid 
— — Wil 
dengel (ie ware recorded he a en a 
BE LP. T ањо se it an hone ded 
МАРА MAG. — M— mag 
— — Dm ® 
Destruction. . 


to send some death threats to? 


In the past we have done several interviews with Varg 
Vikernes, none of them have been published due lo various 
reasons. Anyway, what we have here is a two piece interview 
which was made in 94 I say no more and let Varg speak! 
Now there is а new BURZUM CD out called "Hvis 
Lynet Tar Oss” and then there is one more called 
“Filosofem”, but what will after that and how do 
you see the future releases of BURZUM? 

“lt depends on the result of the trial Anyway, | can make 
albums with electronic music. But to continue with my 


the future releases will be BURZU! 

but Metal parts may have to wait, if I get a sentence 
(Which he has, as you all know ED) The electronic 
BURZUM music is taking over the albums, like "Hvis Lyset 
Tar Ош” being 1/3 electronic and "Filosofem" being 1/2 
electronic. So maybe all future BURZUM will be electronic. 
I dont know. I have no plans, MI take it as it comes. 
BURZUM is and will always be melancholic, monotonous 


and transcendental 1 dont view rock'n'roll as the roots of my 
Black Metal. Without doubt German underground techno is 


playing music again... patience." 
Back Metal 


Many reckon BURZUM as the ultimate 
creation; are you still? 

"Гуе thought about it and in a way I forsake the BURZUM 
supporters if I stop doing Metal now So I think BURZUM 
will always be what it has always been. After all, together 
with DARKTHRONE and IMMORTAL, BURZUM were 
the first to do true Norwegian Black Metal and it is our duty 
to complete the tower of the eye. Swords, axes, spears and 
hammers are after all metal, more or less, and instruments of 
war. Yes, BURZUM is the ultimate Black Metal creation, 
but when I speak of BURZUM I also speak of the most 
honourable brethren in DARKTHRONE and IMMORTAL. 
The Norse trinity of kings." 

Do you have any thoughts about what happened in 
Norway in 937 

The awakening of heathendom. I did a lot to light the fire of 
our past. In spite of what other influential Black Metallers 
sought for I followed my own path to the glory of Odin. This 
caused some heavy reactions and almost a state of civil war 
between the Vikings and Euronymous's feeble 'Satanists. We 
all know the result of this quick war. Euronymous is dead 'n 
ashes buried in Christian soil 'n blessed by ‘Gods’ inept 
servants while the police 'n the ludicrous Christians have tom 
our scene apart with totally ridiculous anti BURZUM 
propaganda and with ex Euronymous supporting informers 
giving false testimonies in the Vikings disfavour. 93 was a 
year of chaos, rivalry, death and most of all survival for the 
fittest. Left am I with my growing army of Vikings. 94 will 
be a year of re-organisation of the scattered heathen hordes - 
Stronger than ever. The anti BURZUM propaganda of the 
police have been very successful indeed. Everybody believes 
I brutally murdered tbe commie rat Euronymous and that Im 
the bad guy while Euronymous was just an innocent victim 
of BURZUM. This is pure fuckin' bullshit and time will tell 
In the meanwhile the propaganda bullshit flourishes. ITI crush 
their lies and spit on'em afterwards. The victory of Vikings is 
at hand. Odin lives on forever, the one eyed Satan.” 
Today the scene with you and BURZUM is a bit 
different, how do you see it? What does BURZUM stand 


for today? 


"The same аз alwa: Total destruction of Christendom in 
т = different in the way that we no 


support 
an army of heathens swinging 
the skull of God and his effete 'n inept people I'm very close 
minded and never listen to any new music, but as war 

Who I support? Well, you can tell by 
hail and praise DARKTHRONE, 
BURZUM? If so they harvest support 
from BURZUM. Y es indeed, the support for BURZUM is 
still vast. we gain new ones now more than ever. BURZUM 


re extreme things will happen now? 
"Thy second wave of attack will be more like a wave of 
heathen moral and ideology to settle in the heads of a vast 
number of people, but also things will happen. The police 
has scared the shit out of most people but 
hopefully they will realise they need not worry The biggest 
in our face is the fact that people like Samoth and 
Bárd Faust of EMPEROR actually have talked on 


everybody, they are infi 


Do you think mo! 


some grave i 
fuckin’ afraid of the police. They don" get that 


they are so 
they don't need Lo say anything at all. Fuckin' weak children. 
Half of the arrests have been made just because these clowns 
couldnt shut up. This lead to distrust and uncertainty in our 
scene, thus little action is done. There is little point in doing 
anything when guys like Samoth 'n Faust of EMPEROR tum 
in just to save some months in prison for themselves. If 
people could be all men instead of losers there would be no 
Christian dust left in Norway. We could have turned the 
couple of years..... With hard work - 
Viking than a million 
losers like EMPERO. 
By the way, you say € 


happened in Norway. Only 


Bone 
What ls the biggest problem you face now? 
"1 can't see any major problems. Imprisonment is a bit 


irritating but no big problem as I can continue with my 
splendid work anyway. - — "3 

What do you think of Voices Of Wonder changing the 
bass lines on the Mayhem LP? Do you think they really 
did It or is It something they зау????????? 

"It's quite amusing really. Truly а compliment to be removed 
from a Black Metal LP because they think I'm too 
uncongenial. "Too evil" for MAYHEM....HAH! Fuck 
wimps. Hopefully they really do it, in that way they prove 
their fear of Count Grishnackh of BURZUM. If I kiss the 
mastertape they'll probably wash it with holy water." 

Do you think media із to focused on you as a person 
instead of your music? (Is all promo good promo?) 
"They are to busy talking shit about me to mention the 
music. Most promo is good promo but I'm not interested in 
promoting me. I prefer promoting my ideology and 
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compliment, a praise of BURZUM I have heard of an LP 
version of DSE V and й pisses me off to 


know | don have it 
So support non but: М 


эру have the rights to 
»phane the nights to 
Sweden, Iceland, 


This is what I know, still 
introduced a new vocal and E 


Together with IMMO; 


ГІ boast ^n say the debut al 
scream from a forest unknown. 
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fool to near my food. If a car hit me, | am to 
unobservant to deserve survival If I die of disease it is my 
destiny. Alas, if anybody want me dead let them try. | enjoy 
å good fight and if they win (which they wont! HAH!) they 
the shepherd! HAH! Min, so what? ГЇЇ die fighting Reincamation in Valhalla 
the same thing awaits. Eternal strife!!* 

deals with Earache and So right now, don't 


—— 


you listen to any music at all? 

"Oh yes, right now 1 listen to the advance tape of 
DARKTHRONE new masterpiece "Transilvanian 
Hunger” Apart from the most honourable DARKTHRONE 
| listen to genuine pieces like "Pure Holocaust" of 

IMMOR TAL, VON, "Infernal Overkill" by 
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CHAOS rules. 


Most people should have noticed the rece 
here in Helvete has been unpleasent lately - Attractin, 
we contacted Dagbladet and gave them a * 


they did. Now that things has calmed down, ¡ er demystify things and r 


us and not least on Greven (BURZUM). The situation 
i cops like flies to a corpse, By necessity 
make media lose interest in us. And so 


he situation. 
In the interview, it’s stated that the st 


would have been the center of attenti; 
now removed that single concrete and visi 
have absolutely not given up. Mail ord 


1. This was required, or the reporters would never leave us alone, We 
Ppened and it would be difficult to run a serious business, We have 
Society had on us, This is of course ineredibly annoying, but we 
and one can still order by phone. There is a possibility 


l be notified. slo. In that case we will go about with a more anonymous 


Anyway - The next couple of months wi 


] ll bring a fucking 
other of this sheet, you'll find a list of w 


lot of great musie, especially 
hat you can expec 


for those of you who like black metal. On the 
et and when we hope to hay 


e them in store, 
Greven is in custody with prohibited from receiy (hopefully) be released in mid February. 
We here in Helvete are fully convinced that he will not be sentene v 

whatsoever. And Tor Erling Staff is on the case... The police has done 


not a trace of evidence that he has done anything 
= their very best to prevent this. It will be the defeat of the 
century if Greven is released, and they are doing everything in their p \ ^ 

police has started a witch hunt, on everythi 


ower to nail him. The problem for the rest of us, is that the 
' 1 thing that has anything to do with black metal - search of premises, interrogations and 
arrests all the time. A clear sign that they 


2 8 hing on us. Therefore, we recommend everyone to take it casy 
in the coming months and if anyone sho! m them, do it and do it fast. The police can visit anyone, Our 
sources says that the police in Norway, rates to charter the black metal-network, and that they plan 

to include Interpol in the inve > do with black metal, should 


Å 88 ng any shit... What we (and Greven in particular) needs, is that the police and 
media is convinced that this is all about raw. music and nothing more. 


ing mail and having visitors, but will 


Denmark coope: 
t has anything to 


If there is anyone, after reading the intery 


iew in Dagbladet, that believe we have turned into a bunch of boy scouts: Before that 
happens, HELL FREEZES OVER. ed inte of boy 
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MEGADETH 
“Metallica would be 


bigger than GN'R if 
they still had me!” 


“ШЕ ARE BUY SLAVE 
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Viernes wes mang a varies of 


thes, and they think it's 
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EURONYMOUS. header 
ol Black Metallers 
Marten 


centre on the Satanse 


Terrorista, an extreme group 
ot neo Fascist Deva 


Vikernes fronts Black Metat 
hand Burrum under th 


Bergen. a large town on Ino. 
Went coast of Norway, 


“I don't care И people die, 
circle, I 
own circle. I have no feelings 


terrible. Wis thew legacy 
Ex-Venom frontman 
Cronos, denies these 
suggestions enbrey 
"When you tak about 
‘Sataresm relating 10 Venom. 


Ws about worshppeg impose Your wee 


nity because it 
ro: people, and we burn churches to 
make it stronger..." - VARG VIKERNES 


yourself, ging yoursett 


Treodom of choice of love 
and hat 


fitness instructor. “It's not 


e (I 


“I do know of six people who have died as å 
more-or-less direct result of Venom's 
existence. | hope Venom know about this and 
think it's terrible. It's their legacy..." 

- EURONYMOUS 


THE BLACK METAL DIRECTORY 


Vinernes an alibi for the night of 


stabbed to death on the 
August 9 and 10. His body wee 


preceeded 
— in the face ard chest 

The coroner's report states 
vai Aareeth wns stabbed 25 

The eccomplice ie aieo 
reported to have claimed Det he 
ard Vikernes drove back to 
Bergen immediately after Un 
killing. stopping only to dispose 
of the murder weapon - which 
has stil to be recovered by 
police 

Jpon their return to Bergen 
the pair helped to consolidate 
their alibi by socialising. 

The 20-year-old who supplied 
Vikernes with a false alibi was 
released by police after 
Confessing his part in the crime. 

Vikernes has yet to admit to 
any \mrolvement in the murder 


N also alleged that Vikernes 
had several motives for the 
kming- 

Many believe that Vikernes 
coveted Aarveth's self 
proclaimed position e 
‘Godtather of Norway's 
controversial neo-Nazi Black 
Metal scene. It is also alleged 
that Aarseth, who ran the 
Desthiike Silence record label, 


questioned by police concerning 
å number of other crimes. 
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tory headlined: 
Madman Ozzy Osbourne Did 


Not Want You To Know About‘. The story 
claimed that Ozzy had suffered a stroke 
and had been hospitalised in Los 
Angeles. The singer states: “I cannot 
low this vicious attack on m 


Pantera trontman Phil Anselmo has 
reduced the new album by US 
neissmengers Crowbar. The eponymous 
Album ms out on October 12 through RCA 
iso hooked up with 


RECORD RELEASES E IE 


METAL NEWS Fe 


Crowbar on a new project entitled Both 
Legs Broken... Ozzy Osbourne is suing 
new US Rock journal Music Confidential 
for printing "an utterly false, misleading 


attected myself and my family great 
әм. 
‘Ozzy is suing for a cool million dol 
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Wa body was 
Nerds schools 
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eg sore, Helv 
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One edition testo 
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ted following argon 


Andre aan Advance, 
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when belles evidence 
Within si 


урп = thin tima as 
ЗРО für ine murder ot ri 


BIE Vi was charged 
Willy Aarasih’s murder, hundreds 
ME ene have been interviewed 
Г ЕК a sinister network or 

ERI Nas emerged. 
These crimes 


реп and 
IES at Inner circle 


репе, Satanic 
Band aven Jowell 


Cirele were assigned t 


nwarded points for th 
Each point gained increased the 
individual's stature within the 
Black Metal community 

itis believed that Vikernes and 
Aarseth controlled the Inner 
Circle before they became 
embroiled in a b iry which 
may have led to Aarseth's di 


MURDER, ARSON, RAPE 
SINCE NORWEGIAN police began 
investigating the Black Metal 
Inner Circle, the following 

‚© been made: 

Oslo male, 19; charged with 
arson on Mauketo and Prinsdal 
churches. Subject denies charges 
эз well a3 involvement in 
Satanism 

s male, 20; charged with 
attempted arson on Jeloya 
Adventisichurch. The accuse 
claims to бе a Satanist. 

Lillehammer. Bard С gag; 19; 
charged with the murder et Migne. 

jn, 34. Theggeused 
Confesses to Unffmurder and to а 
second charge of ãfson on 


1 
20; charged 


arson on Skjold 
ehureh in 


а known associate 
ot Varg Vikernes. 
riatlansand 
i charged 


Subject 
confessos to tho 
‘tabbing of a 


charged with. 
violence against 
Chris 
evangelista. 
Stavanger 


Revheim 

church 

Second male, 

16, 

charged with rape and arson. 

Third male, 19, charged with 

arson on Revheim church. 

Varg Vikernes, of Bergen, 20; 

charged with the murder of 

Oystein Aarseth, 24. Also charged 
ilh arson on Fantoft and Asane 

churches and Holmkollen chapel. 

Subject refuses to respond to 

charges. 

Bergen male, 22; charged with 

'ürson on Asane church. The 

accused admits to being present 

at the scene of the crime, but 

denies involvement. Known 

associate of Vikernes. Trondheim 


21; charged with being an 
accessory to the murder of. 
Øystein Aarseth. Admits is 
witnessing the murder. Key 
associate of Vikernes "Y 
Bodo male, 14; abprehended fo. 
arsen on Bode church. Subjedt fp 
elow Norway's criminal age 

is therefore immune to m 
Prosecution. Subject contesse 
crime and claims Vikornes is i 
hero; Second male, 10, anger 
with arson on Bodo church 
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ever split es 1 re 
aad breathe to 
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seen nothing like it 

ma ick Metal 

scent. e mer Bard Eithun is already 

pi Now Burzum leader Varg 

ија aka Count Grishnackh, stands 

vikerne® st killing Black Metal godfather 

u, TORE DIEN reports. 
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`I consider it 
hemous to 
build churches og 
(the ancient Norse 
900) Odin's sai. 
The ones building 
the churches are 
the criminals, not 
the ones w 
them...” 
~ VARG VIKERNES 


urn 


The trial 
begins! Kerrang! s 
esclusive Cour! reports 
will reveal all abovt the 
trial of Varg Vikernes! In 
depth - эм only in 
Kerrang! 


Rise THE KILLER CRACKS! - 
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nee, 
"à ; 
| uem 
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the living room and 
tig I saw Vikernes 
| stabbing him..." 
ır Varg Vikernes . — 
a Coun Parse s charged with NE SNORRE describes 
— Б of rival musician and Satanist xm 
Ls en Kerrang! s exclusive 
Mess ıe of the trial begins this week as 
mun enters the dock and AS 
Petal tts confesses to the killing! 


ARG VIKERNES, . 
21, ts charged. 
cain the murder va 


“He ran out in the 
hallway, with me 
close behind. I kept 
— ч Stabbing to make 
in Os 15 ^ PES ] al lo nal 
thet ot ат E 
Was angry at him 
for screaming 
instead of putting 
up a fight..." 
- VARG VIKERNES 
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The verdict is in - and Black Metal star 
Varg Vikernes, aka Count Grishnackh, has 
been found guilty of murdering rival 
Oystein Aarseth. The sentence is 21 years 
- the maximum penalty for any crime in 


Norway. Heavy Metal has seen nothing 
like it before. TORE DIEN reports... 


[ТҮ 
$ HELL! 


ground. A fireman died during 
one of the blazes 

Vikernes was arrested in 
connection with the arson but 
was later released Aarseth - 
better known as Euronymous 
- was also among a large 
number of Black Metal 
musicians interrogated by 
police following the church 
fires, although no charges 
were brought to court. 

Aarseth was widely 
recognised as the lead 
the heavily Satanic Black 
Metal community. He led the 
seminal Black Metal band 


er of 


Deathlike Silence record 
label. Vikernes, who created 
his own one-man Black Metal 
band, Burzum, challenged 
Aarseth's leadership. Their 
contest led to bloodshed. 

Aarseth died on the night of 
August 10, 1993. Vikernes 
and an accomplice, known 
only as Snorre, travelled to 
Aarseth's Oslo apartment, 
where the victim was brutally 
stabbed 25 times 

Vikernes was arrested for 
the murder just weeks later 
In his defence, Vikernes told 


x 


Mayhem and controlled the 


ARG VIKERNES was 
sentenced this 
week to 21 years in 
prison for the 
murder of fellow 
Norwegian Black 
Metal musician 
Oystein Aarseth. 

The sentence 
follows a two- 
week court 
hearing in which 
Vikernes openly 
confessed to the 
killing - and also 
revealed that he 
and other so- 
called ‘Satanic 
Terrorists 
planned to 
dynamite a 
church during a 
packed Sunday 
mass. 

The trial has 
been the biggest 
story on 
Norway's 
national media 
for the past few 
weeks. One daily 
newspaper's headline 
screamed ‘Count Dracula!’ 


“Vikernes is polite, 
well-mannered and 
his intellect is well- 
developed. There 
are not grounds to 
conclude that he 
suffered from 
temporary insanity 
during the 
murder...” 
- FROM THE COURT 
PSYCHIATRIC 
REPORT 


after a former girlfriend of 
Vikernes revealed that he 
once bit her neck and drank 
blood from the wound 

In addition to the murder, 
Vikernes was also found 
guilty on three charges of 
arson. Further charges of 
arson and 
desecration of 
graves were 
dropped due to 
lack of evidence. 

21 years is the 
maximum 
sentence for any 
crime in Norway. 
Vikernes 
responded to the 
verdict with a 
defiant smile. 
Throughout the 
trial, he has 
shown no 
remorse. 

Vikernes - aka 
Count 
Grishnackh - first 
came to 
international 
notoriety in March, 1993, 
when a number of Norwegian 
churches were burnt to the 


Tm still puzzled by the murder 
many things that make no 
fact before the murder that 
were not exactly best fri 
the door in his underw 


of Euronymous, there are so 
sense to me Like, it Уаз а 


and Varg Vikernes 


MOUS opened 
orbell To 


was Varg comi in his 
underwear. has been wel] 
But it is stuff like that 
Anyway, I Want to tel] You another 
when I first met 
well 


they told me that 

HEM. I was bloody amazed to 
here in Norway At that time 
udio recording, but 
to keep in touch. It took some time before 1 
again, it was very early 85 and somehow N 
got hold of my phone number. | 
them rehearse, that was an amazing experience. At that time 
they had no original tracks but they went through a bunch of 
cover songs of bands like VEN 


'OM, CELTIC FROST, SOD, 
SODOM etc. At that time MAYHEM was Euronymous - 


Guitar, Necro Butcher - bass, M ~ drums and y 
on Vocals. but wı 


Anyway, it was a great experi 
MAYHEM as they were the f 
who were so 


Anyway, I 
MAYHEM in SLAYER 3/4 and 
connected to the underground 
started to grow then and there 


» We managed to Bet in 
touch with other people across Norway who shared our 
Views... In spring/summer 1986 MAYHEM made their 


first demo as a trio (Manheim, Necro butcher g 
Euronymous). This was of course the 
Fuckin’ Armageddon” 


-reli 
and tons more copies where sold 
became the singer of MAYHEM, he was doing a Zine called 
DAMAGE INC. which was released in 2 editions, 

Anyway, Maniac sung on "Deathcrush" Which was recorded 
spring '87... As earlier stated Messiah also appeared on this 
As time went by Maniac also left MAYHE M, and even if the 
band was going through hard times there was always the 
spirit to go on...... Eventually also Manheim left the band 
and MAYHEM was without a rehersalplace 
was totally dedicated to the Undergrou: 
busy promoting MAYHEM in the m 
this planet. Also in the summer of'87 something else of great 
importance happened. We Bot in touch with the band 
MORBID in which Dead was singing Dead was lo become 
the singer of MAYHEM but not until 6-7 months later. After 
some discussions with Euronymous on the phone, he decided 
to move here and also with Hell 


hammer on drums we were 
now facing the strongest version of MAYHEM ever... The 


sed in the summer of 91 
After a while Maniac 


Euronymous 
ind so he was always 


lost Warped places on 


mp. "Projections Of A Stained 
J wever, those tracks are also on the "Live in 
Leipzig" LP so 

Also bootlegs w 
true horror of I 
Ultimate singer I MAYHEM were followed bry bad 
luck they > Play some giğs abroad... Like in old 

urkey etc A 


It is kinda 
sed until the spring of 94 
" of the members departed from the mortals. Dead 

Killed himself ger tragic 


sing on the LP 
Operatic Way of si 


ime Lo get used to 
but it is great!!! 


close to Dead and I 


Think it is a bit on without Dead, 
that's the only thing "De Mysteriis Dom 


Si " is not the ultimate LP. it could have been if Dead 
sung on it 


Anyway, the first rea] d 
Over and let's hope then 


hapter of Northern Black Metal is 
that would not be right 


© will be no reforming of MAYHE M, 


MAYHEM - 


The originators of Northern Darkness 


“There is no sun without shadow, and it is essential to know the night.” 


Albert Camus 


d True Norwegian Black Metal 
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